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Training

Seminar on Sediment Hydraulics and River Management in Bangladesh
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Introduction and seminar objectives

ICHARM, with cooperation from the Bangladesh Water Development Board
(BWBD), hosted the Seminar on Sediment Hydraulics and River Management in
Dhaka, Bangladesh, on February 13-14, 2013. The purpose of this seminar was to
create a learning environment for former ICHARM trainees, built around a central
theme of sediment transport processes and related river morphology and man-
agement in Bangladesh. Prof. Shinji Egashira, Chief Researcher Minoru Kamoto,
Special Researcher Kelly Kibler, Dr. Course Student Mr. Muhammad Masood, par-
ticipated the seminor from ICHARM.

Seminar achievements and content

Twenty-two people, including
eleven former ICHARM trainees,
participated in the seminar (Figure
1). Over two days, speakers from
BWDB, the Center for Environ-
mental & Geographic Information
Services (CEGIS, Dhaka), Institute
of Water Modelling (IWM, Dhaka),
ICHARM, and local universities, in-
cluding Bangladesh University of
Engineering & Technology (BUET)
and Dhaka University of Engineer-
ing & Technology (DUET), delivered
lectures on the topic of sediment transport and river morphology and management,
with particular focus to conditions found in the rivers of Bangladesh.

Figurel: Seminar participants attends lectures and
discusses river management in Bangladesh.

A notable theme carried through multiple lectures was the unique characteristics of
Bangladesh's superlative rivers, and related challenges for management. Traditional
river engineering techniques often are not robust to the challenges posed by the het-
erogeneous environment of Bangladesh’s rivers, thus water managers in Bangladesh
seek innovative solutions to problems such as bank erosion, flooding, and mainte-
nance of channel capacity, particularly in the Jamuna River.

Discussion with ICHARM trainees

Participants engaged in a semi-structured discussion regarding posterior impres-
sions of ICHARM training and how ICHARM trainees apply their training to their
current positions. ICHARM trainees had an overwhelmingly positive impression
of their ICHARM training and cited many specific skills gained through ICHARM
training that they now apply in current positions. Additionally, ICHARM trainees
exchanged ideas about new ways in which they may apply knowledge gained dur-
ing ICHARM training.

(Written by Kelly Kibler)
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Figure3: ICHAFiM staff (three of them from the right
in the front row) with seminar participants.

Figure2: A participant receives a
certificate from Mr. Kamoto of ICHARM.
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