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Abstract :
Vehicles often become stuck on winter roads in cold snowy regions due to drifting snow. In central
and eastern Hokkaido in February and April of 2008, drivers had difficulty navigating roads, and
many routes were closed. In Toyoura Town, one person died in a car buried in drifted snow. To
reduce damage caused by such drifting, this study was conducted to clarify snowdrift accumulation
rates on roads based on field observation and limits of vehicle motion based on a vehicle-starting test.
The safety limit with regard to carbon monoxide concentration in standing vehicles was also
investigated. Based on the results of the study, a brochure outlining measures to reduce the number
of victims of snowdrift incidents to zero was created and published on the Internet.

Key words :

blowing snow, snowdrift, cut road, standing vehicle, carbon monoxide



