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Abstract: Landscape improvement through the placement of electric wires and poles, such as the burial of wires
underground, has been increasingly common in urban areas. Although such landscaping is rarely used in rural areas, the
impact of electric wires and poles on the surrounding landscape is enormous. As land use in rural areas is less regulated, it is
possible to take various actions other than placing electric wires underground to improve the landscape.

In this study, we investigated the present situation of electric wire/pole placement as well as actions taken to install electric
wires and poles inside and outside Japan. We also looked into the problems that the structures cause in rural areas and at
sightseeing spots, as well as the possible impact of the structures on landscapes. Following an impression evaluation test, we
discussed a landscaping method that focuses on the roadside environment. Based on the findings, we propose several
methods of electric wire/pole placement, including changing the routes of electric wires, placing electric poles on only one

side of the road and setting electric poles back from the roadside. We also produced a case report of landscape improvement.

Key words: Electric Poles, Effective Measures for Landscape Improvement, Roadside Landscape, Rural Area,



