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ICHARM Open Day was held on April 22, 2016. It is organized annually as part of 
the open house event of the Public Works Research Institute (PWRI) during the 
Tsukuba Science & Technology Week. This year, students studying in ICHARM’s 
graduate programs and interns from Korea worked hard to prepare for this event. 
Local students, 44 from the Ibaraki Prefectural Takezono High School and 25 from 
the Ibaraki Prefectural Namiki Secondary School, were invited along with five teach-
ers. The event contained a brief lecture, poster presentations and Q&A sessions, 
which were all conducted in English.
The ICHARM Open Day started in the auditorium with a welcome greeting by 
ICHARM Advisor Kuniyoshi Takeuchi. Then, Mr. Mahtab Mohammad Hosain gave 
a short lecture about his mother country Bangladesh, explaining geography and 
water-related and other natural disasters. The local students enjoyed this rare op-
portunity in which they were provided with 
firsthand information on Bangladesh.  
After the lecture, the audience moved up-
stairs for poster presentations prepared 
by the graduate students and interns from 
12 countries including Bangladesh, Brazil, 
Maldives, Guatemala, Nepal, the Philip-
pines, Myanmar, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, East 

in Kasumigaura with ICHARM Advisor 
Kuniyoshi Takeuchi, five ICHARM research-
ers, two doctoral students and 13 master’s 
students of ICHARM's Water-related Dis-
aster Management Course, and four other 
participants. Tsukuba City Mayor Kenichi 
Ichihara addressed welcome remarks in 
the opening ceremony of the meeting at 
the city hall.

The TTDC trainers provided lectures on the bureau’s emergency response systems 
and disaster prevention measures such as improvement of waterworks facilities in 
preparation for earthquakes. Afterwards, Dr. Tortajada took a tour to TTDC’s various 
training facilities and the Tamagawa water supply station, and observed a demon-
stration of the Waterworks Emergency Services Unit’s activities. Tsukuba City and 

Ibaraki prefectural waterworks officers 
made presentations respectively on each 
waterworks office’s response (also sewage 
works’ response in the case of Tsukuba 
City) to the Great East Japan Earthquake 
in 2011, actions taken for rapid recovery 
of the damaged facilities, emergency wa-
ter supply systems and progress in the 
reinforcement of earthquake resistance of 

waterworks facilities. Dr. Tortajada visited ICHARM at the end of her two-day itiner-
ary, and had discussion with ICHARM researchers and students. She stated that she 
would like to apply to her future research what she learned during this visit.

Information Networking

(Written by Yoko Hagiwara)

Dr. Tortajada at the prefectural waterworks office 
in south Ibaraki

Tsukuba mayor Kenichi Ichihara’s welcome address

　東京都水道局研修・開発センター
では震災時の応急対策や、震災に備
えた予防対策等についての講義をう
け、研修・訓練施設、玉川給水拠
点、水道緊急隊の訓練等を見学しま
した。また、つくば市役所や茨城県
企業局県南水道事務所では、主とし
て、2011 年の東日本大震災時の上
水道事業の対応（つくば市は下水道
事業の対応についても説明）や早期
復旧のための取り組み、応急給水活
動、耐震化などの施設被害軽減対策、
についての説明を受けました。トル
タハーダ博士は二日間の行程の最後
に ICHARM を訪れ、研究者や学生
と意見交換をし、今回見学した内容
を今後の研究に活かしたいと述べま
した。

ICHARM Open Day joined by local high school students

At poster session

　4 月のつくば科学技術週間に開催
された土木研究所の一般公開に合
わせ、ICHARM は今年も「ICHARM 
Open Day」を 2016 年 4 月 22 日に
開催しました。ICHARM の博士・修
士課程の外国人学生及び韓国からの
インターン学生が一丸となり、つく
ば市の茨城県立竹園高等学校・茨城
県立並木中等教育学校から 69 名（竹
園 44 名、並木 25 名）の生徒の皆
様及び各校先生方合わせて 5 名を招
待しました。このイベントは、講演、
発表及び質疑応答などすべて英語で
行っています。
　まず ICHARM 講堂において、竹
内顧問の挨拶の後、博士課程の学生
である Mahtab Mohammad Hosain
氏（バングラデシュ）による母国の
地理などの概要、水災害・自然災害
に関する講演を行い、生徒の皆さん
の興味を引きつけました。
　続いて ICHARM 棟の 2 階に移動
し、バングラデシュ、ブラジル、モ
ルディブ、グアテマラ、ネパール、
フィリピン、ミャンマー、パキスタ
ン、スリランカ、東ティモール、ジ
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Information Networking

(Written by Seiko Tanaka)

Timor, Zimbabwe, and Korea. Research Specialist Maksym Gusyev of Ukraine was 
the moderator of this session, helping the high school students, who were divided 
into small groups, visit as many posters as possible. They had a very exciting time 
communicating everything in English at each poster presentation.  
Afterwards, we collected comments from the local students participated in the 
event. Many said that it was a lot of fun talking with many people from different 
countries and that it was very interesting to learn things about foreign countries, 
though some said that they couldn’t get into details because some topics were not 
very familiar to them. The teachers who were with the students also gave positive 
comments on this event. One teacher was very impressed to see her students very 
excited from the event and convinced that it is only through actual experience that 
they can really feel the fun of communicating in a foreign language. 

The ICHARM Open 
Day was a  great 
success for the high 
school students and 
ICHARM. We wil l 
continue to hold 
th is  event  ever y 
spring, hoping that 
y o u n g  s t u d e n t s 
will be inspired to 
become future hy-
drologists. 

ンバブエ、韓国からの 12 カ国の学
生によるポスターセッションを行い
ました。今年度の本セッションはウ
クライナ出身の Gusyev 専門研究員
による英語での司会で行われ、生徒
の皆さんはそれぞれ英語を駆使し
て、質疑のために設けられた時間の
中でとても熱心に質問されていまし
た。
　参加者にお願いしたアンケート結
果においては「たくさんの国の方と
話せてとても楽しかった。」「専門知
識が乏しく細かいことが聞けなかっ
たが、興味を持つことができた。」
という意見が多く、随行された先生
からは「生徒たちも興奮覚めやらぬ
という雰囲気で帰ってきたのが印象
的でした。やはりコミュニケーショ
ンの楽しさは、体験することのみ知
ることができるのだと思いました。」
という嬉しい感想も頂くことができ
ました。生徒の皆さん、そして外国
人学生の双方にとって、とても有意
義なイベントになったと思います。
　次世代の水文学研究者及び技術者
を輩出すべく「ICHARM Open Day」
は来年も行う予定です。

Students and ICHARM staff at the entrance hall

　2016 年 5 月 23 日に韓国 K-water
研究所により設立予定の水安全・持
続可能な管理研究所（i-WWSM）か
ら、研究所副総裁の Min Kyung JIn
博 士 を 代 表 と し た 3 名 が ICHARM
を訪問されました。三宅グループ長、
上席研究員及び数名の研究者が応対
しました。
　i-WWSM は第 37 回 UNESCO 総会
にて設立が承認され、現在設立に向
けての準備中とのことです。ミー
ティングは自己紹介、ICHARM の研
究内容紹介のあと、双方の将来に向
けての協力のあり方について議論
し、有意義なものとなりました。On May 23, 2016, a delegation from the International Centre for Water Security and 

Sustainable Management (i-WWSM) visited ICHARM. The delegation consisted of 
three experts from the K-water Institute (KWI): Dr. Min Kyung Jin, the vice president 
and the chief of the Research Office, Mr. Kim Do Gyoun, a general manager, and 
Ms. Oh Se Jin, a senior manager. Mr. Miyake, the deputy director of ICHARM, met 
the delegation with chief and several other researchers.  
The delegation explained that the establishment of i-WSSM was finally approved at 

Group photo with delegators from i-WSSM

i-WSSM delegation visited ICHARM 




