Outreach

ICHARM Open Day 2017 held, inviting local school students
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The "ICHARM Open Day 2017" was held on April 21. It is organized annually as
part of the open house event of the Public Works Research Institute (PWRI) during
the Tsukuba Science & Technology Week. This year, students studying in ICHARM's
graduate programs (ICHARM studesnts) and office assistants cooperated to pre-
pare for this event. Local students, 40 from the Ibaraki Prefectural Takezono High
School and 17 from the Ibaraki Prefectural Namiki Secondary School, were invited,
as well as six teachers. The event contained a brief lecture, poster presentations and
Q&A sessions, which were all conducted in English.

Doctoral and Master course students describe their home countries' water-related disaster, climate, culture, etc.

28



ICHARM Newsletter Volume 12 No. 2 = July 2017

The open day started with a welcome greeting by Director Toshio Koike. Then, Mr.
Gul Ahamad Ali, a doctoral course student, gave a short lecture entitled "Water
Management and Flood Disasters in Pakistan.” He explained the water cycle, water-
related disasters and water management in his mother country, Pakistan, in simple
terms for young students. The local students enjoyed this rare opportunity to learn
about water and Pakistan firsthand.

After the lecture, the local students enjoyed the poster presentations prepared by
the ICHARM students from nine countries including Bangladesh, Pakistan, Malawi,
Mozambique, Myanmar, Pakistan, Papua New Guinea, East Timor, and Vietnam.
The local students had a very exciting time communicating everything in English at
each poster presentation.

Afterwards, we collected comments from the local students participated in the
event. Many students found presentations interesting and very easy to understand.
They also mentioned that they had many chances to talk to people in English,
which was good English conversation practice. Other comments refer to interna-
tional perspectives and additional knowledge about not-so-familiar countries that
were presented by ICHARM students with unique background. The teachers also
told us that they had learned something new. One was impressed with points of
view that the ICHARM students use to analyze an event of natural disaster. Many
were grateful to this kind of opportunity that motivated students to communicate
with others in a foreign language.

The ICHARM Open Day is a unique event to learn water issues in English and has
been fruitful for both the school students and ICHARM. We will continue to hold
this event every spring, hoping that young students will be inspired to become hy-
drologists in the future.

Students and ICHARM staff at the entrance hall

(Written by Mikiko Nakamura)
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