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The 12th ICHARM Open Day was held on April 14, 2021. The event took place online for
the first time in its 12th history, gathering 81 students from Takezono High School and
28 from Namiki Secondary School.

The ICHARM Open Day is an annual event held every April during the Science and
Technology Week. Up to 2019, local school students visited ICHARM and enjoyed face-
to-face interaction with international students studying in the master's or doctoral
program at ICHARM. In 2020, when the COVID-19 pandemic broke out, the event was
canceled. This year, although other open-house events hosted by the Public Works
Research Institute during the Science and Technology Week were canceled, ICHARM
decided to hold the yearly event online.

When the ICHARM Open Day is held in person, local students are usually divided into
small groups of around ten and have an opportunity to ask questions to a graduate
student of ICHARM in front of a poster about their country. However, this year's Open
Day was decided to be held in a webinar-style format, in which over 100 junior high and
high school students would be watching each speaker delivering a presentation from
ICHARM. Worrying that not many students would raise a hand for questions in such a
situation, the staff in charge of the event decided to allocate less time for the presenta-
tions and more time for the question-and-answer session. They also sent presentation
materials to teachers of both schools prior to the Open Day and asked them to have
their students look at the materials and think of questions in advance.

The Open Day began with a keynote lecture entitled :
“Climate Change and Floods” by Executive Director P
KOIKE Toshio. Then, ten graduate students of | =
ICHARM from seven different countries (Tonga,

Malaysia, Myanmar, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Mauritius, =

and Ethiopia) spoke in an east-to-west order about i ol
their countries from various aspects, including
geography, history, culture, and water-related disas-
ters. Among them, two master’s students attended
the event online from their home countries, Tonga
and Mauritius, because they had not been able to
come to Japan due to the pandemic. Junior high and
high school students asked the speakers many questions all in English, such as “Is it safe
to drink tap water in your country?” “"How long does it take to recover from a disaster?”
and “"What kind of emergency food would you have in the event of a disaster?”

Presentation by Ph.D. student from Ethiopia
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When the Open Day was held in person, each group of local students could stop at only
a few poster presentations to talk with a graduate student of ICHARM. In a webinar-style
format, however, all students were able to watch all presentations. Moreover, though
only a few teachers came to ICHARM to attend their students when the event took place
in a regular way, nine from the two schools together participated because they could do
so while at school.

On the other hand, there were a few times when the speakers had a hard time figuring
out what junior high or high school students wanted to know. Also, because the same
students asked questions repeatedly, other students did not have as many chances to
do so in the online event as in the regular face-to-face events.

Compared with the regular-style Open Day, the online event required less preparation;
graduate students and the staff did not have to make and put up posters for presenta-
tion, for example. Considering such advantages and disadvantages, the requests from
local schools about how the event should be held, and other social conditions, ICHARM
will plan the next year's event, including whether it should be held online or in person.

(Written by KOBAYASHI Hajime)
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