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The ICHARM Open Day 2023 was held on April 24. The event is held every year
during the Science and Technology Week in April as one of ICHARM's community
contribution activities, inviting students from local schools and providing them with
international exchange opportunities. This year, it took place face-to-face for the
first time in four years since COVID-19 infection control restrictions had finally been
lifted.
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A total of 125 participants joined this public event, including 104 students from
Ibaraki Prefectural Takezono High School and Ibaraki Prefectural Namiki Secondary
School and 21 ICHARM doctoral and master's students from nine countries. It was
conducted all in English with the cooperation of the graduate students studying at
ICHARM in addition to ICHARM staff.

The event began with a keynote lecture titled “Diversity and Interlinkage” by
Executive Director KOIKE Toshio. He explained that the interactions among water
circulation, climate, and vegetation are diverse on a global scale, pointing out that
water plays an indispensable role in linking various phenomena in the world. Next,
Mr. Md Majadur Rahman, a 3rd-year doctoral student, gave a presentation on his
research titled “Disasters in Bangladesh.” He said that floods occur almost every
year in his country, just like in Japan, and that the sediment runoff analysis that he is
currently researching is useful for formulating plans to build structures that reduce
sediment runoff. The local students listened intently to the lectures on geophysics
and river engineering in English.

A poster session followed the keynote lecture and the research presentation. The
master’'s and doctoral students from nine different countries (Bangladesh, Bhutan,
Ethiopia, Nepal, Pakistan, Philippines, Sri Lanka, Timor-Leste, and Tunisia) enjoyed
interacting with local students while speaking about life, culture, and issues regard-
ing water-related disasters in their nations. Ethnic costumes worn by each foreign
student also added to the lively and international atmosphere.

Students from the participating schools commented, “Until recently, there weren't
many opportunities for field trips due to COVID-19, so it was meanlngful to par—
ticipate in this event,” and “Talking s :
with foreign researchers made me
really want to go overseas and
work like them.” ICHARM staff were
pleased to hear these comments
and felt that the effort was made
worthwhile after the first face-to-
face ICHARM Open Day in four
years. They hope to host another
exciting in-person event next year.
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(Written by UMINO Hitoshi)
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