Scientific Understanding and Education on River Management
in the Context of Climate Change
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To be honest, | didn’t take this job because | wanted to become a
“researcher”, but | do this job because | wanted to be involved in
“talent development,” including training researchers. (It’s as if I'd
rather be a baseball manager than a player.) In order to educate
many university students and working professionals, they need to
find what | say and do “interesting”. | realized that the key to
achieving this is simply to focus on what | feel interesting-which, in
most cases, happens to be what I’'m good at-and | have continued
this approach.
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One of the students’ comments on last year’s class
“While the course content is interesting, | think what | found most
appealing as a student was how much the instructor seemed to
enjoy teaching the class. I hope you’ll continue doing this, as |
believe it will make the class even more appealing to students in the
coming years.”
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I’m working on creating slides for 12 sessions of this course. I've
rcompleted about 800 slides, roughly 300 of which are photos | took
myself while visiting the sites. At the sites, I’ve discovered plenty of
fresh, easy-to-understand, and interesting stories.
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| Photo found on the Internet (v DL ) |
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| found the location and took the photo by myself ]
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| found the location and took the photo by myself
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(Instead of enjoying it myself,) | take as many students
as possible out into the field and have them measure
things by using the most primitive tools available.
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If you don’t show them how to do it, tell them about it,
let them try it, and praise them, people won'’t take action.
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We can feel the signs of climate change, but we can’t experience
what the future holds, and there are no definitive answers.
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—~>However, there are many people who are interested.
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—>Rather than simply teaching concepts from textbooks as we
have done, we aim to expand students’ repertoire of solutions-such
as “If X happens, do Y”"-and cultivate the flexibility to make
judgments based on the situation. Teaching about the long history
of our relationship with the river is one effective approach.
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—>Taking advantage of the fact that there’s a lot to do, we can teach
a broad range of approaches, enabling students to engage with the
subject from perspectives they find most accessible-such as
various specialized fields or subjects covered in earlier grades-so

that they can gradually broaden their interests and horizons.
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