Adoption of Statement

In this session, building on the
discussions and outcomes of the
symposium, Dr. Toshio Koike,
Director of ICHARM, presented a
Statement outlining the future
directions of ICHARM'’s activities

and initiatives. The main points of

the Statement are summarized

below.

Entitled “Working Together to Create Resilient and Sustainable Water Regions,” the
statement seeks to provide a comprehensive framework for addressing the increasingly
complex challenges associated with climate change, water management, and disaster

risk reduction.

The statement builds upon the recognition that climate change is intensifying both
extremes of the hydrological cycle—from droughts and water scarcity to floods and
excess water. While ICHARM has traditionally focused on reducing water-related
disaster risks, the symposium discussions highlighted the difficulty of addressing all
water-related challenges through isolated or sector-specific approaches. Consequently,

the proposed framework promotes a more integrated perspective.

A key feature of the statement is the use of the term “water region” rather than the more
conventional term “river basin.” This distinction reflects the reality that water resources
are frequently shared across multiple river basins and administrative boundaries. The
concept of a water region therefore emphasizes broader, integrated spatial units that

encompass interconnected water systems and the communities that depend upon them.

The statement begins by reflecting on ICHARM’s achievements over the past twenty
years and then addresses the growing complexity of climate-related challenges. It argues
that fragmentation among institutions, sectors, and stakeholders must be overcome.
Instead, governments, researchers, practitioners, communities, and other stakeholders
must work together to manage water resources, protect aquatic environments, strengthen

resilience, and reduce disaster risks in a coordinated and seamless manner. The



framework emphasizes the interconnectedness of everyday water use, environmental

sustainability, and disaster management.

To support this vision, the statement identifies two fundamental requirements. The first
is the establishment of practical governance structures capable of promoting the
balanced development of what is termed “social common capital.” This concept
includes three interrelated components: natural capital, represented by ecosystems and
environmental resources; infrastructure capital, represented by physical water-related
facilities and systems; and institutional capital, represented by governance systems,
policies, and social institutions. Strengthening these forms of capital in an integrated

manner is considered essential for addressing climate change.

The second requirement is the promotion of greater strategic investment. Since water-
related challenges are interconnected with economic development, environmental
protection, and social well-being, investments should be designed to reflect these
interdependencies. By making such investments more attractive and highlighting their
multiple benefits, governments and stakeholders can mobilize additional resources and

strengthen long-term resilience.

From the perspective of science and technology, the statement proposes three major

strategic priorities for ICHARM’s future activities.

The first priority is the development of systems that integrate and share scientific
knowledge, practical experience, and data across multiple disciplines. Because no single
researcher or institution can fully address the complexity of modern water challenges,
collaborative frameworks are essential. The statement emphasizes the importance of
integrated information systems, cooperative networks, and emerging technologies such
as artificial intelligence to connect and disseminate knowledge effectively. By linking
information from diverse sources, these systems can bridge the gap between everyday
water management and extreme events, enabling stakeholders at all levels to make more

informed decisions.

The second priority is advancing science that can quantify and visualize not only the
direct impacts of water-related issues but also their broader economic and social
consequences. While traditional analyses often focus on immediate damages and

benefits, the statement calls for greater attention to indirect economic effects, spillover



impacts across sectors, and hidden societal costs. Improved methods for measuring and
communicating these complex impacts would strengthen policy formulation and

investment decisions while enhancing public understanding of water-related challenges.

The third priority is capacity development. The statement emphasizes the need to
strengthen the science-policy interface by supporting the development of people and
institutions capable of translating scientific knowledge into practical action. Beyond
individual training, the goal is to establish sustainable systems that enable communities,
countries, and regions to continue building and applying their own capacities
independently. The statement also highlights the importance of regional collaboration,
including cooperation among areas connected through broader geophysical systems and

climate processes.

These three priorities—knowledge integration, advanced impact assessment, and
capacity development—form the core pillars of ICHARM’s future strategy. Concrete
actions associated with each pillar were informed by recommendations developed by
the task forces described earlier in the symposium, including contributions from current

researchers, former researchers, alumni, and practitioners.

The statement also incorporates three newly introduced educational themes: Water and
Sanitation, Water and Poverty, and Water and Peace. These themes reflect an important
evolution in ICHARM’s perspective. Addressing contemporary water challenges
requires thinking beyond traditional water-sector boundaries and strengthening
collaboration with experts in public health, social development, economics, governance,
conflict resolution, and related ficlds. While water remains the central focus, the
statement recognizes that many water-related challenges are inseparable from broader

societal issues.

To support this expanded approach, ICHARM intends to further develop the Platform
on Water, Resilience, and Disasters as a mechanism for fostering collaboration among
diverse stakeholders and disciplines. The platform will serve as a vehicle for promoting

integrated solutions to increasingly complex challenges.

The statement is also positioned within a broader international context. Its framework
aligns closely with the themes of the upcoming United Nations Water Conference,

including water for people, water for prosperity, and water for the planet. It similarly



supports progress toward the Sustainable Development Goals by linking water
management with objectives related to health, education, food security, energy, gender
equality, poverty reduction, peace, and partnerships. Furthermore, the framework
complements the objectives of the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction and
other international initiatives focused on climate resilience and sustainable
development.

Ultimately, the statement seeks to provide a holistic framework for addressing climate
change through the lens of water. While ICHARM’s primary mission remains water-
related disaster risk reduction, the statement recognizes that meaningful solutions
require collaboration across sectors and disciplines. By integrating knowledge,
strengthening governance, promoting strategic investment, and fostering partnerships,
ICHARM aims to contribute to the creation of resilient and sustainable water regions

capable of meeting the challenges of the coming decades.
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