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Following up on ICHARM graduates, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia
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ICHARM educational staff
visited returned graduates
of the 2012-2013 Water-Re-
lated Disaster Management
Master’'s program in Kuala
Lumpur, Malaysia, March
10-13, 2014. The purpose g
of the visit was to follow up
on the progress of recent
ICHARM graduates, and to
promote their achievements
within their organizations in Malaysia. On March 10, Professor Shinji
Egashira, Research and Training Advisor, Mr. Minoru Kamoto, Chief Re-
searcher, and Dr. Kelly Kibler, Research Specialist, visited the Malaysia
Meteorological Department(MMD). ICHARM graduate, Ms. Fauziana
Ahmad, presented her thesis research, “Weather Radar Based Quan-
titative Precipitation Estimation for Flood Forecasting Model". Due to
the promising direction of Ms. Ahmad's work and potential to contrib-
ute to development of Malaysia's radar network, she has been recently
transferred from the Tsunami Division to the Radar Division, where she
will expand upon her thesis research.

MMD

On March 12, at the Drain-
age and Irrigation Depart-
ment (DID), ICHARM graduate
Ms. Livia Lahat also had an
opportunity to present her
~ thesis research, "Fuzzy Flood
. Forecasting Model for Kelan-
tan River Basin in Malaysia”
to the upper management
of her organization. Ms. La-
hat's colleagues were highly
impressed and felt that her research was a good contribution to de-
veloping flood forecasting systems in Malaysia. Our opportunity to
follow up on the experiences of ICHARM graduates who have returned
to their countries and reintegrated to their organizations has given us
much insight to the challenges that returned graduates may face. By
identifying and addressing common challenges which may arise dur-
ing this transition phase, ICHARM educational staff can work towards
improving the impact and sustainability of ICHARM training programs.

UNITEN

In addition to following up with &
former ICHARM students, ICHARM
educational staff took the oppor-
tunity to visit other organizations
in Kuala Lumpur which work on g
water and disaster management. ¢
On March 11, ICHARM educa-

tional staff attended a seminar at :
HTC Kuala Lumpur
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Universiti Tenaga Nasional FEEssl
(UNITEN), for discussion of a |
JICA project in which ICHARM §
is a partner. As the focus of
the JICA project is flood and
landslide/debris flow hazards,
Professor Egashira delivered a
seminar entitled "Debris flow
from constitutive relations to
numerical model”. ICHARM
staff also met with staff of
JICA Malaysia to advance the introduction of new talented Malaysian
students to ICHARM training opportunities. After visiting DID, Ms. La-
hat accompanied ICHARM staff on a visit to the SMART tunnel (Storm-
water Management And Road Tunnel) and the Humid Tropics Centre
(HTC), a fellow UNESCO Category 2 Water Center. Finally, ICHARM
staff visited the Institut Penyelidikan Hidraulik Kebangsaan Malaysia
(NAHRIM), a research institute focused on water resources and hydrau-
lics research.

NAHRIM

For more information, visit our website at http://www.icharm.pwri.go.jp/

(Written by Kelly Kibler)

Networking Activity

Capacity Development

BH TR - BRERAHS
HBEETILET) LBELEZES
FT—%#TWE L=,

ICHARM $E &433& (X, JICA< L —
DT LN, L=V TOES
HEECICHARM O#EHB 705 S
LEBANLEL, DID Z5ARIL
f=#%. SMART F > %)L, RUME
C UNESCO A7) —2dDKEY
A—THD, THBFTEI—
(HTC) #=EhEILFE L 1=,

=EIC, KEREKEEI(C
BT 5 EMRTH S Institut
Penyelidikan Hidraulik
Kebangsaan Malaysia (NAHRIM)
FHNERRBETVWEL

Report on a UN special event hosted by ICHARM at UN-HQs, NY

Special event on "Taking Stock of the International Year of Water Co-
operation (IYWC) and Advancing the Global Water Agenda after Post-
2015" was successfully held on March 11, 2014 in Trusteeship Council
Chamber, UN Headquarters, New York. The event was organized by
Permanent Missions of Finland, Hungary, Switzerland, Tajikistan and
Thailand which are the members of the Steering Committee of the Wa-
ter Friends Group and the UN-Water.

In this event, ICHARM hosted
Round Table titled “sharing
lessons and experiences on
water and disasters”. Prof. Ku-
niyoshi Takeuchi, Director, at-
tended as a panelist and Mr.
Kenzo Hiroki, Principal, mod-
erated. The round table by
ICHARM that included lively
discussion with participants
has received high attention
of audience.

The panelists and attendees discussed and stressed the following: (1)
at present, abnormality is becoming normal condition, (2) necessity of
risk assessment, (3) preparation for the worst case scenario and de-
velopment of institutional arrangement, (4) establishment of the man-
agement framework to support Disaster Risk Management, cooperate
with all levels, and (5) partnership with peope outside of "Water Box'".
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