Training & Education

The 1B8thiICHARM Eollow-uprSeminar was heldiin' Colombo; Srillcanka; on Eebruany 12
and/ 145 2020:
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The seminar is organized once a year overseas, inviting graduates of ICHARM's
training courses, mainly those from the master's program. Following the seminar
in Nepal last year, this year's seminar was held in Sri Lanka with a total of 32 par-
ticipants, including ten graduates from the master's course and a dozen of repre-
sentatives from the governmental organizations of Sri Lanka, the Embassy of Japan,
and JICA office.

The seminar opened with welcome remarks by Prof. KOIKE Toshio, the director of
ICHARM. Then, opening remarks were made by Ms. HOSHIAI Chiharu, the first sec-
retary of the Embassy of Japan, Mr. TAKASHIMA Kiyofumi, the senior representa-
tive of JICA Sri Lanka Office, Eng. Siriwardana, the additional director general of
the Irrigation Department, Mr. V. Rajagopulasingham, the deputy director of the
Department of Irrigation-Eastern Province, Ms. Srimathee Senadeera, the general
manager of the Sri Lanka Land Reclamation and Development Corporation.

After the opening ceremony, a series of presentations were delivered by ICHARM
researchers, starting from Prof. KOIKE, and then Prof. EGASHIRA Shinji, the research
and training advisor, and Senior Researcher Mohamed Rasmy Abdul Wahid. The
invited experts, Prof. AW. Jayawardena of Hong Kong University and Prof. R. L.
Lalith Rajapakse of Moratuwa University, also delivered special talks on water-
related issues.

After those experts, the graduates of ICHARM's training courses made presenta-
tions on their ongoing or past activities, including the current conditions and chal-
lenges regarding flood risk management in Sri Lanka.

The presentations showed that they are making great efforts in solving problems
arising one after another and leading projects to which they are assigned. Some
reported on the use of knowledge and technology learned in Japan for the mitiga-
tion of downstream flood damage by improving dam operation, the construction
of a diversion canal between dams, the development of measures against dam
sedimentation, and the promotion of water use in lagoons.

The participation of Prof. A. W. Jayawardena and Prof. RL Lalith Rajapakse con-
tributed a great deal to strengthening the network created through the training
at ICHARM, for especially they knew some of the graduates attending the semi-
nar since they had worked at ICHARM as the research and training advisor and a
researcher, respectively.

Eng. S. Mohanarajah, the director general of irrigation, also joined the seminar
during the presentations by managing his busy schedule.

The director general, as well as other executives of the Irrigation Department,
exhibited a great appreciation for the achievements of ICHARM's research projects
and expressed high expectations for the further application of research findings to
society and the more contributions of ICHARM graduates to the country’s future
development.

On February 14, the ICHARM staff took a field trip with some graduates of
ICHARM's training courses to look into bank erosion along the Maha River, which
runs near Negombo, about one-hour drive to the north from Colombo, and the
Deduru River, which runs near Chirawa, about one-hour drive to the north from
Negombo. They also visited some irrigation facilities.

At a site along the Maha River, the field-trip participants observed the situation
of channel changes due to a flood (a new channel and a sandbar formed by it),
as well as erosion and erosion control measures in a water-contact section. Prof.
EGASHIRA gave some advice to control the river flow around the water-contact
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section in consideration of the new channel conditions.

Along the Dedura River, erosion was confirmed over a long section of the river
bank, and the participants discussed possible control measures in areas of fine
sediment deposits.

The follow-up seminar was an excellent opportunity to learn that the graduates of
ICHARM's educational programs are working hard for their country by making the
most of the skills they acquired in Japan and the knowledge they have about their
country.

Finally, the ICHARM staff extended many thanks to those who attended the semi-
nar and those who helped make it happen, including the field trip.

Advisor EGASHIRA gave technical advice during the field trip
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Participants in the 13th Follow-Up Seminar
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(Written by WASHIO Yoichi)
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