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Training & Education

ICHARM was established in March 2006. One and a half years later, the Disaster
Management Policy Program (master's program) was launched in October 2007,
followed by the Disaster Management Doctoral Program in October 2010. As of
September 2022, 170 students completed the master’'s program, and 15 received a
Ph.D. ICHARM has been organizing the follow-up seminar annually primarily to sup-
port graduates from its educational programs with their current work by providing
advice and information on the latest knowledge and good practices. This year, the
seminar was held on February 22, 2023, with 17 graduates who came to Japan to
attend ICFM9, faculty members, current students, and other invited guests.

The seminar began with opening remarks by Ms. MUTSUYOSHI Emiko, the director
general of JICA Tsukuba, and Emeritus Professor TAKEUCHI Kuniyoshi of Yamanashi
University, who was also the founding director of ICHARM.

In the first session, Executive Director KOIKE Toshio of ICHARM delivered the key-
note address about transformative steps, highlighting five principles to keep in mind
as a scientist; he encouraged young scientists to keep scientific curiosity, respect
diversity, cherish a reciprocal relationship with fellow scientists, work together, and
be humble by always reflecting on one’'s actions. He concluded his speech by impart-
ing a valuable message to the graduates, current students, and researchers of
ICHARM on the path to becoming respectable scientists or practitioners in the field
of water-related issues.

The next session was set to ———
listen to voices from graduates.
The voices were collected from

the participants beforehand, {}
and four selected alumni, Mr. §
Akshay Kowlesser from
Mauritius, Mr. Rafael Silva
Araujo  from  Brazil, Mr.
Muhammad Masood from

Discussions among participants

Bangladesh, and Mr. Roshan B OBRDET

Kumara Jayasinghe from Sri
Lanka, spoke about their work experiences, challenges they faced, and how they
solved them using the knowledge gained at ICHARM.

The third session featured an interaction between former and current students. An
enthusiastic discussion took place in response to questions raised by current stu-
dents, which were mainly related to the experiences the graduates had in practicing
what they had learned at ICHARM in their countries or organizations. Mr. Asif Naseer
from Pakistan, Mr. Ravindra Vitthal Kale from India, Mr. Robin Kumar Biswas from
Bangladesh, and Mr. Seenipellage Chaminda Sugeeshwara from Sri Lanka shared
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their valuable ideas, suggestions, and experiences to help current students with
future careers and studies at ICHARM. Finally, the morning session of the follow-up
seminar ended with the concluding remarks by the executive director.

In the afternoon session, Emeritus Professor Takeuchi delivered a special lecture
based on his recently-published book, “Integrated Flood Risk Management: Basic
Concepts and the Japanese Experiences.”

This year's follow-up seminar was another excellent opportunity for the participants
to gain valuable insights and advice and foster camaraderie among themselves
through extensive discussions on various issues.

Voices from participants

Participant A (current ICHARM student)

It was a very nice opportunity to
listen to the views of ICHARM alums
in an interactive session. We came to
know the challenges that we can face
upon returning to work as well as
the different types of actions we can
undertake to utilize our newfound
knowledge gained at ICHARM.

Participant C (ICHARM graduates)

It was good to meet the current
students at ICHARM. We had little
time to discuss with them. | think a
less formal setting and more time
to discuss in small groups of 5-8
people would be helpful for the next
meeting.

Participant B (ICHARM graduates)

It was a great opportunity to par-
ticipate in this event. It would be
more beneficial to conduct this type
of ICHARM follow-up seminar on
a continuous basis to enhance the
state of not just alumni, but also their
organization and country in relevant
sectors. Furthermore, it helps in the

renewal of existing connections, the
formation of new connections among
technical expertise, and the sharing of
experience for cutting-edge scientific
relevant development.

(Written by Jayasekara Sachintha and HARADA Daisuke)
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