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RESEARCH ON PREVENTION TECHNOLOGY FOR SNOW AND ICE DISASTER

Budget: Grants for operating expenses General account
Research Period: FY 2011-2015
Research Team: Snow and Ice Research Team,

Snow Avalanche and Landslide Research Center

Abstract 0The death toll number suffered from wind, flood or snow and ice disaster is largest compared with
death toll caused by other kind of natural disaster except for the large scale earth quake disasters. The death
toll number of snow and ice disasters in FY 2006, 2010 and 2011 are 152, 131 and 130 peoples respectively.
In recent years, the snow and ice disasters have been more seriously and the configuration of snow and ice
disasters have been changed along with the meteorological variations such as the fluctuation of the air
temperature, large amount of snowfall or stormy wind in local areas and occurrences of abnormal warm
temperature caused by warm air inflow. However, there are many unsolved matter relating occurrence
factors of such snow and ice disasters. In order to mitigate the influences to the citizens daily life and the
socioeconomic activities, the research teams perform researches in FY 2011 as below.

- Research on the change of snow and ice environment influence by climatic change

- Research on the technology for poor visibility estimation in severe snow storms

- Research on the technology for risk assessment of snow storms along continuous road side

- Research on the technology for risk assessment of snow avalanche disaster caused by rainfall in winter

Key words : climatic change, snow storm, poor visibility, snow avalanche
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