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SNOWSTORMS

Budget] Grants for operating expenses
General account
Research Periodd FY2011-2015
Research Team Cold-Region Road Engineering
Research Group
(Snow and Ice Research Team )
Authord MATSUZAWA Masaru
KANEKO Manabu
KOKUBU Tetsuya
TAKECHI Hirotaka
HARADA Yusuke

Abstract ‘Winter cyclones, which develop quickly, have brought snowstorms and the resulting traffic hindrances more frequently than
ever to aress where snowstorms had only rardly occurred. The ingdlation of snow fences and snowbresk woods is time- and
cog-intensive, and the effects of these fadilities againgt disastrous snowstorms may be limited. In light of this, our study intends to
develop avishility forecast method by using meteorologica dataand to provide road users with information gethered by that method
online, with which we am to help road adminigrators and userstake necessary actions.

In fiscd 2013, we acquired and andyzed the data on the relaionship between dimatic conditions and the occurrence of snowstorms.
Additiondly, we enabled the informeation gathered to be accessed online via smartphone to meet the increesing demand of usars, and
we improved online users convenience by providing information by e-mail on road vishhility forecasts to whomever wants to receive
the information. We conducted a questionnaire survey of service users to look into their evauation on the usahility of those online
srvices

Key words : snowstorm, snowstorm-induced poor visibility, forecasting, information provision
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