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Abstract : Michi-no-ekis (roadside rest areas in Japan) are important not only as rest areas for road users but also
as facilities for the promotion of regional development However, the knowledge held by municipalities and
designers about the planning and designing of michi-no-ekis is not sufficient for creating better facilities. Such
facilities are often found to be lacking in the functionality and attractiveness required of rest areas. There are many
michi-no-ekis that do not satisfy the diverse needs of users.

This study aims at providing appropriate plans and design techniques that meet a specified level of standards and
that are able to satisfy the diverse needs of michi-no-eki users.

In FY 2015, we collected reference materials and conducted onsite and interview surveys on the users and other
persons involved in michi-no-ekis. We analyzed the materials and interview surveys, and clarified the roles and
functions of michi-no-ekis and the needs identified by users. Based on the analysis, we summarized mainly the

current state of michi-no-ekis and issues for their planning and design.

Key words : Michi-no-eki, Planning, design, function, issues, user needs
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